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Noreaber 17, 1970 

***• Frank Biss* 

Coaalssloner of Polio* 

City Ball 

Philadelphia, Pa. 191 
Dear Mr. Rissoi 

left thlTlLilSj ** tohln « Praaldent n XOtt „ h# 

x Zr&s&s 1 *' 

Incident to you and S ItrLI?! ll8 f t * d t0 r *P° rt this 
t. m™,. ““»• 

tho President should not JJmf ?5 °°“ Tl ® tlon that 

sstS^SSs ikiB }?•**? ^“rs?” 0 * 

ot decora., do.. „„t reapond ’ 

«d.» CtSssrsyjassL*' th * *<■*'>«'• * — 

no. oo.pl.ln for, bTlnl a^tidantaf^IJalJ* 1 * houla 

I an aware of the needs for sreat Draild^fc? 0 ! lti< *? 1 Ma * 88ll »»tloi 
I oaw no Incidents of polloe hTr-.-f!! 1 ^ 1 * 1 P^tootlon. 

I see the sane of student* tnSf^? !! 1 ?? no r did 

I «. ...in, ..^rSISSr^h^li/SSSt^* ' 

barricade. were^reaoTai % roa jj! "° t ®J oad * d.partad and th. 
frl«d .card ? lth * 

n large oread of poll,..™ ,tandln« 2 S2t plotu ” of 

; PduZJ ....PHf^lcn, .topped hr 

B1 "» to whloh he responded that ha didn't want 



his piotttrs taken* I asked If he had the legal right to 
denand that I expose my flla. He eould say only that 
I hadn’t asked permission to take his pioture, and that 
he didn’t want it taken. I admittedly was not aware of 
my rights in this matter and greatly feared not obeying the 
offloer. 

In the meantime, my friend crossed to the other side of the 
street where two polloe oaptains were standing. He inquired 
as to an offloer* s right to denand exposure of film and was H 
informed that no suoh right existed. He persuaded one of the 
oaptains to oome aoross the street and atop the offloer 
who had apprehended me. While my friend was gone. I tried 
to stall exposing the film, for the pictures I had taken were 
of great value to me. The offloer made several indignant 
remarks to me during this time. 

As I h«gan to open the baok of my oanera to oomply with 
the offloer* s request, the oaptain reaohed the other 
side and told me that I did not have to expose the film. 

He instructed the offloer that he had absolutely no right to 
have ordered me as he did. I thanked the oaptain and >■ 
departed, i was too exoited and upset to get the name or number. 

I firmly believe that 1 should show no disrespeot to 
policemen unless they first show disrespeot to me. I 
assure you in this oase that 1 was deliberately polite for I 
did not want to start an lnoldent and desperately did not want to 
be arrested. I feel morally that I should have vehemently 
protested the offloer *s treatment of me, although the 
fear of arrest inhibited me. Although 1 have long hair, 

I can honestly say that I gave the offloer no Justification 
for his behavior. 

I feel that I have suffered an obvious infringement on 
my rights, unprompted and unjustifiable. Suoh nets 
threaten the very fiber of deaooraoy. I was furthermore in 
the very preoarloua position of being unable to defend 
myself and, had ay friend not been present, might have had 
to expose my film, suffering the physical and mental oosts 
with no probable reoourse. 

I think it your duty to take every step in seeing that your 
offioers proteot the rights of Philadelphia students, and do 
not behave in the deplorable manner in whloh the offloer I en- 
countered did. I slnoerely oommend the oaptlain who aided me, 
but hate to think what might have happened had he not. I 
unfortunately oan take no further notion but to assure you that 
you cannot expeot community respeot for your force unless eaoh 
and every offloer aots in a manner worthy of respeot. 



Slnoerely, 



Howard Hoffman 



